





\\ 
\ 


XK 

QQY. 

IY 
SS 


\. 


~ 


. i) AAS 

















CATHOLIC SENTINEL. 





Ei 9 eg veep hud, Tig xad Huw ;—SI DEUS PRO NOBIS, QUIS CONTRA NOS !—IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO IS AGAINST US !—ROM. VIII. XXXI. 








VOL. I. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1829. 








The JESUIT, Published weekly, (to appear 
every Saturday,) by SMITH & DAVIS; 
for the ProprieTors, at $3 per annum, in advance. 
All Communications must be post paid, and directed 
to the Ep1rors of the “‘ Jesurr,’’ Boston, Mass. 

The object is to explain, diffuse and defend the Prin- 
éiples of the Onx, Hoxy, Carnoric and AposTouic 
Caurcu. 





OFFICE.......... No. 75, Kilby Street. 





EXISTENCE OF GOD. 
Proved by the Order and Beauties of Nature. 


[ConTINUED FROM No. 16.—PAGE 123.] 





Now we may ask Atheists, what they mean 
by the word, Nature? If by it they under- 
stand a Nature that in its Wisdom and Provi- 
dence disposes all things according to a pre- 
concerted plan, they change the word, but 
retain the substance. This Nature is the 
Great, Intelligent Cause in question—it is 
Gop. But no,—To be consistent, they must 
mean by the term, Nature, the Universality 
of Beings, the collection of all things that 
exist, the Great Whole, the Universe, in a 
word, the World. Now to say that the world 
is the Author of the Order of the World, is a 
palpable absurdity. They may speak of the 
tc of Nature, of attraction, impulse, 
repulsion, and affinity; they may amuse them- 
‘selves with such accidents, or properties of 
matter. We herein see only certain rules, 
or laws, but, where is the Regulator? Where 
is the Legislator? We herein perceive the 
means of Order, but which, far from exclud- 
ing, presuppose an Ordaining, an Active 
‘Power. 
_ Fortunately, they no longer invoke Neces- 
‘sity. But we will endeavour to understand 
‘hem, and prevent them from misapplying 


‘those important terms. Do they pretend to 
‘SSsert that the present order of the World 


‘has necessarily existed, of itself, from all eter- 
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nity? If so, the voice of the whole world is 
raised against them. Ancient and Modern 
Philosophers and People, Atheists and Be- 
lievers all agree, that the world has not al- 
ways been, as it is; and the Tradition of the 
Primitive Chaos, whence the Universe with 
all its wonders arose, has been regularly pre- 
served by every nation, however savage or 
refined. Will they presume to advance that 
the present order of things is the necessary 
result of the Mechanical laws of this visible 
world? Who then has established these pri- 
mordial laws, which are productive of such 
wonderful results? Who prescribed their 
combinations? Whence come the Principles 
of Order, which by their developement form- 
ed and still preserve the Universe? How 
can they account for the exact regularity 
which, the Second, Minute and Hour-hands 
of a Watch are known to observe? They 
will inform us that all this is the result of a 
secret mechanism. True; but then is not 
this mechanism the work of an Intelligent 
Watchmaker, who has judiciously adapted 
and put the various springs, and parts of the 
machine in their proper places and in motion? 
Do we not see an Army performing the most 
intricate, Military evolutions in the most per- 
fect order and time? Atheists will answer, 
true: but then, say they, it is the natural con- 
sequence of Tactics and Experience. Well. 
But does not all this suppose a Prime Mover, 
who commands and regulates the whole? 
Thus, it is in vain for them to suppose, or 
look for, in Nature, the successive move- 
ments and combinations, which give rise to 
the Phenomena that strike and fill us with 
admiration. We must recur to a Primary, 
Efficient Cause of the beauteous Order which 
irresistibly affects us. 

We have already stated that wherever 
Unity is, there must be a Causative and 
Preservative Principle of such Unity. 

If they attempt to explain the present world 
by means of certain changes and transforma- 





tions, independent of the primitive action of 
an Intelligent Cause, we wil then, in order 


to expose the untenability, the nothingness of 
their system, apply it to the social compact, 
and ask, why has France, for instance, sub- 
sisted as a National Body? And whence 
came the political regime, which she now pos- 
sesses? The following is their answer. 

In tracing age after age, we find laws and 
customs, families succeeding families, gene- 
rations passing away and others succeeding 
them, time introducing various changes in 
manners and in laws, government undergoi 
numerous variations, and we finally arrive at 
the present period and order of things! Who 
would be satisfied with such a Theory? Would 
not a sensible man exclaim? at! You 
speak to me of laws, usages, changes and re- 
volutions to explain the actual state of France? 
But in thus tracing age after age, and gene- 
ration after generation, must we not, as it 
were, arrive at the very cradle of the French 
Nation? Must we not meet with some indi- 
viduals, some thinking, intelligent, provident 
beings, who founded, civilized and governed 
the nation? Undoubtedly. And so it is 
with regard to the Physical World. Suppose 
the destruction and regeneration of as 
Suns as you think proper; suppose as oe: 
earth-quakes and revolutions in Nature as 
the Imagination can conceive, fancy New 
Worlds rising out of the ruins of the Old, 
form new systems upon all the relations and 
the various degrees of improvement, which 
successive transformations may have inspired, 
we must, after all, ascend the vast chain of 
creation from effect to Cause and even 
reach the First, Great Link, and rest u 
the Primary Regulator of All. Yes, extend 
the chain as indefinitely as mechanical labour, 
or Mathematical industry will enable yon, 
you must eventually stop at the fixed point 
from which it is suspended. . In Nature, 9s 
well as in Society, there are many laws, ac- 
cording to which, things move are main- 
teineds but in Nature, as well as in Society, 
legislation supposes a legi ’ ye 

Atheists, in order to get rid of the interfer- 





ence of an Intelligent Cause, may, perhaps, 
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have recourse to the following, observation of 
artes—‘ Give me matter and motion and 
I will make a world.” . But we would ask; 
how long has it been since the hyperbole. of a 
heated imagination has been considered as a 
rigid truth? .Let it be remembered, that 
Descartes did not assert, that the world would 
make itself. He said, that with matter and 
motion HE make a world. He proposed 
himself, as the regulator of both, and thereby 
shewed the necessary interference of an In- 
telligent Being. It must also be remarked, 
that Descartes was a sincere worshipper of 
the Deity. He, however, amused himself in 
the formation.of a world, and every scholar 
knows how he succeeded. His system has 
not, at present, a solitary disciple. His 
whirlpools evaporated like the morning mist, 
and with all his genius, he shared the same 
fate with all world-makers; he was lost in the 
wilderness of thought. 

We are therefore indispensably bound to 
recur to an Intelligent.Cause. That this In- 
telligent Cause is God, there is no doubt. 

The point at issue, between the Atheists 


and us, is to know, whether there exists a| rated Eagle may attract our attention, but in 


Being distinct from the world, and who is at 


the same time the Regulator of this stupen-| in him, which peculiarly strikes us; whereas, 


dous fabric. If that Being really exists, 
then Atheists will readily acknowledge that 
the wonderful disposition of all the parts of 
the Universe requires intellect, power,wisdom, 
and foresight far superior to our conception, 
that these attributes must be infinitely per- 
fect, that the Being, who possesses them, is 

rfect, in a word, that he is Gop. Now we 

ve already proved that the notions of Order 
and Beauty are indelibly impressed upon the 
mind of man; that, consistently with such no- 
tions, every one feels and is convinced, that 
Order reigns throughout the visible world, 
and that such cannot be explained, except by 
the action of an Intelligent Cause, which is 

Therefore, there is a Gop. This is 

ne chain, which is formed of indissoluble 
links— 

Arguments may be started against these 
truths, as has been the case, in relation to 
the, existence of matter, extension, and mo- 
‘ton! But happily forthe repose of the world, 
the Proofs of the existence of God are evi- 
dent unto all, while the sophisms of Atheism 
are veiled in Metaphysical darkness, so that 
mankind, may not see the monstrous forms that 
are concealed by it, and however mortifying 
it must be to the stupidity, or blasphemous 
Iniguity of Atheism, the People will be regu- 
lated by common sense and believe in a Su- 
ere Arbiter of the Universe, the One, 

rue and Eternal God. So much for the re- 
flecting and the experienced, 

e shall, before we conclude this import- 

“ant subject, appeal to the hearts of the youthful 
,portion of our readers. You live in a vicious, 
‘infidel age; your souls are not ruined by the 
corrrosive poison of Atheism, nor withered 
_by the calculations of interest, nor stupified 
‘hy excessive pleasure. You are now in the 
Golden Age of life, when the imagination is 
most ardent, and your sensitive and faithful 
hearts are awakened to every impulse of feel- 
ing nd of truth. Can you, after a perusal 
Phe. several Numbers of this Paper, and 
after having forgotten the reasoning and the 
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emotion? Haye you notyon ing them, 
been, as> isywere” apenrboniahes = not a 
yoice spontaneously burst’ from the recesses 


of your hearts, and..appealed to your under- 


the Royal Psalmist? ‘ How magnificent are 
Thy works! O Lord!” Yes—And if you wish 
to taste and entertain a lively feeling of those 
sweet, solemn and sublime emotions, which 
waft the soul to the Divinity Himself, leave 
the crowded cities for a short time, tear your- 
selves away from the musty and confined 
store-houses of literary wealth, and the con- 


bears witness to the power and genius of man. 


standing in words somewhat similar to those of/of my youth. Receive th 


fines of human industry. You will not find|2 Winter Evenin 
Nature in the Laboratory of the Chemist, in 
the Cabinet of the Curious, nor in whatever 


should I not worship and } 1 @ 
Ancient Truth! Thy Glory, "Phy Me = 
cence alike announce Thy mysterious 
sence. God of Goodness! Pardon the 
rodi 

thy paternal bosom. Thou, ‘hs aaa 
Thy power in regulating the course of the 
Planetary Worlds, exert it still more, in ree 
forming my heart, and in bending it to the 
laws of thy sovereign, thy adorable Majesty! 





ON THE RULE OF FAITH 


Dialogue between J, 
Hardman and John Cardwell, or Tee 


on THE Rute or Faitu, in a Series of 
Letters, &c. &c. &c.— Continued from No, 


Far from it—We will not conduct you to a 
vast Menagerie, which contains animals from 
various parts of the world, or to immense 
cages which the ingenuity of man has built, 
and by which he robs those wild lords of the 
forest of their savage, their natural liberty, 
as much for the purpose.of private gain, as 
of benefit to his fellow men. The incarce- 


such a state of degradation there is nothing 


willing to avow. 


16.—Page 125. 
LETTER IV. 


1. Mr. Hardman’s Reflections and Objections. 2, De. 
3. Who do not follow the 


lusion of Protestants. 
Bible alone. 4. But admit a Church Authority, 


Kirkham, April 25, 1817, 
GENTLEMEN, : 
Mr. Cardwell’s discourse made a deeper 
impression on my mind, than I was at first 
I could not help consider- 


clouds of heaven. 


mament. 
circumference of a Telescope? 


of heaven? 
all its strength, the heart in all its affections 


man? 


ning. It is on the summit of the highes 
mountains, where the eye wanders in the dis 


There it is, where Man, the King of Nature 


mountain and plain, in fixed submission at hi 


lovely platform for his favourite man. 


tible must be the conviction that a God exist 


bare the arm of His Power, wonder, trembl 
and adore. 


tance and is lost inthe measureless horizon.|ces so many new opinions ? 


Let him fall prostrate at the foot-|dividual blunders and conceits. This 18 
stool of Omnipotence, and with tears for his|as things should be. For, the opinion 0 ‘the 


we would have a different impression, were | ing your writings as weak and untenable, and 
we to see this royal bird soaring in his native his arguments as sound and solid truths, At 
element, and on his untiring pinions directing . ten Ww 
his bold, ambitious flight towards the thunder- | remarks, though distinguished by sound sense, 


the same time, I felt with pain, that his re- 


were quite at variance with all my precon- 


We would not insist upon your resorting ceived notions and habits of thinking on the 
to any mechanical instrument whereby you | subject of religion. 
may look into the glittering glories of the fir-|those passages of your pamphlet which | 
Why confine our vision within the | thought best adapted to refute Popery, and 
Why not establish our religious tenets. 
permit it to range through the burning lamps| prise, I found that all my objections were.as 
Such liberty leaves the mind in| familiar to him, as his arguments were new 


I opposed to him. all 
To my,sur- 


tome. They neither excited his surprise by 


Where then shall we find that Nature, which|their novelty, nor shook his confidence by 
speaks to our souls in a strain more nervous |their weight, but received a prompt and sat- 
and sublime, than all the eloquence of pigmy |isfactory reply. As his discourse advanced, 
Where? Inthe bold, majestic forests,|I could perceive my knowledge increase, 
where solitude, silence and shade strike the|and my prejudices vanish. What, said Ito 
soul with holy recollection, with religious|myself, are things really so? Are we Pro 
awe: on the shore, where the wide-spread |testants the sport of artful teachers ? Is Le 
ocean, presents its calm and mirror surface, or | ther’s glorious reformation to be classed with 
tosses its wild infuriate waves before the eye|the heresies and schisms of ancient times, 
of man, at the sovereign will of Him, who| differing from them only in this, that where- 
rides on the whirlwind, and wields the light-|as theirs were ancient reformations, ours 


t|is a modern one; theirs reached only to,a 
-|few speculative points, whereas ours embra- 
No. wonder 


,|that, notwithstanding all our abuses and,il 


surveys his empire, and views with transport | liberality, the well-instructed Papist remams 
the picturesque scenery of hill and dale,|satisfied with the stability of his own faith, 


s|and feels little partiality or reverence for our 


feet. It is thence that his soul, poised on|ever changing and unsettled opinions., I 
the wings of meditation, speeds her flight to|found to my astonishment, that the Papists 
her God, who spread out the firmament as a|have surer grounds for their faith, than I had 
brilliant canopy, and the verdant earth as a| been aware of: that they love and respect the 
From| Bible at least as much as we do: but thet 
a survey of such creative might, from a con-| their respect for the Bible makes them relig- 
templation of such universal wonders, irresis-|iously fearful of profaning its sacredness by 


s|false or foolish interpretations, which ane-s0 


—Universal Nature loudly proclaims the|common among us; and checking their cu- 
cheering, grateful Truth. Let sinful, infidel | riosity, presumption, and pride, teaches them 
man, for whose happiness that God made|the humility and wisdom to prefer the sense 


e|of the majority of Christians, to their own im- 
This is 


past rebellion exclaim, God of Nature! hear | majority of Christians all over the world,,has 


a vile suppliant’s prayer—How beauteous ar 





ein the various pet herein. discus- 
R02! Tb gam e any of the grand scenes of 
gico tion 


, Without feeling a deep and solemn 





e|abetter chance of bei 


thy, works, Q, Lord! God of my heart! How | ion of a presumptuous individual, 
happy these, who believe in ‘Thee! Why |this be Popety, it is not so odious and absurd 














right, than, the opm- 
Surelyya! 





er orn —it 





- prepositions, said 
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Hea eee mena eer CE CCT PEE TRE, 
gg wes are’ taught to believe: but so far,-at 


js innocent, rational, wise, and pious. 
Besides, if the Bible was not the as and 
ou 


‘nitive rule of faith, why shi it beso 
now? Has Luther, or any other person ten 
times wiser and better than Luther, authori- 
ty to introduce a change of so great moment, 
asto abolish the primitive rule of faith, which 
Jeads to unity, and to substitute a new one, 
which has caused, but cannot cure, so much 
disorderly discord and confusion ? I am real- 
ly of Mr. Cardwell’s opinion, that to tell eve- 
ry blockhead to gather his religion from the 

ible; is only giving a receipt how to make 
as many religions, as there are bungling ex- 

itors of the Holy Scripture.—It cannot be 
denied that private judgment, blundering 
over the Bible, has, since the reformation, 
roduced at least a hundred different religions 
in this island alone. Now as true religion is 
one, ninety-nine of these new biblical reli- 
ions must be false. It is equally undenia- 
ble, that the Roman Catholic Church is the 
most ancient and most numerous of all others. 
It professes never to change, or to have 
changed its faith, from the time of the Apos- 
tles. Its very name is Catholic, not Protes- 
tant. Its communion shows men and women 
ef the most exemplary piety, and claims, all 
the ancient saints, even all those of our own 
calender; save one. It is acknowledged by 
some of the best and wisest Protestant di- 
vines, both at home and abroad, to be a true 
Church. This is seriously denied by none but 
fools and fanatics. If then we speak without 
prejudice and passion, ought we not to admit, 
‘that there is a great appearance of truth in 
what Mr. Sherburn told one of our clergy- 
men the other day, that there are ninety-nine 
ehances'to one, that the very best of the new 
biblical religions is false; and ninety-nine 
chances in a hundred, that his ancient Church 
is the true one. Truly this is as plain as an 
operation in the Rule of Three. But if it be 
true, that the noisy professions of our divines 
about following the Bible alone, be all a joke; 
if it be true, that while they profess to be 
guided by it, they artfully make it say what 
they please; and most of all, if it be true, that 
their interpretations are influenced by human 
authority, at the very moment when they dis- 
claim all deference to any authority but that 
of the Bible, then we are dupes, the play- 
things of artful or deluded teachers. We in 
fact admit an authority, which in words we 
disavow ; and in practice are necessitated to 
follow a popish rule, without either its plau- 
sibility, its consistency, or security. There 


“appears to be some anomaly in this; some- 


thing that shuns the light. If we follow au- 
thority, why not follow authority of the most 
ancient, the most numerous, and most consis- 
tent body of Christians in the world ? There 
is Something wrong here. Is it, that the 
doctrines which I have been taught are too 
new, and that our faith is not quite as sound 
as it should be ? 

Such, Gentlemen, was the frame of mind 
in which I began to consider the main con- 
troversy between the ancient Church and 
the modern one. But keeping these reflec- 
tions to myself, and desirous of hearing what 
further observations Mr. Cardwell had to offer, 


‘Jagain had recourse to your pamphlet, and 


with diminished confidence in my auxiliary, 
returned to the charge: Some of your twelve 
“to “Mr. Cardwell, are 


THE ‘ses 
een 
sensible and just; "butiothers! arte wend | 
in need »” Paton me teTestmeredt 
mit: the” ‘proposition,’ whiehsays that 
“the ‘Scripture has never been the’ only tule 
of any’man’s belief;” since it is the sole rulé 
of Protestants, Presbyterians, ‘Calvinists, 
Methodists, Anabaptists, Unitarians, and ‘all 
sorts of Dissenters:—nor the fifth, which tells 
us that “those who own no other rule than 
plain Scripture, disallow a free and unbiassed 
study of the Holy Scripture; since we all 
subscribe to the Bible Society, whose object 
is to furnish every man, woman,’ and child, 
with the Bible, without note or comment:”— 
nor the Seventh, which asserts, that “to call 
the Scripture alone the rule of faith, is only 
a genteel’ way of appealing to a man’s own 
judgment.” I consider this assertion as 
nearer akin to the language of party, than of 
truth. 

2. Mr. Cardwell smiled at my objections, 
Dr. Hawarden’s twelve propositions, said he, 
are*so many axioms of truth. They have 
been established in the most satisfactory man- 
ner, both by that learned author, and many 
other Catholic writers.. To prove each of 
them separately, would be a very easy matter. 
It would require only the trouble of reading 
his ‘ Rule of Faith truly stated.’ Conviction 
would be the result of its perusal. As you 
desire further information on these points, I 
will lend you the book, which you may read 
at your leisure. I know indeed that Protes- 
tants, though they are ever talking of unlim- 
ited freedom of inquiry, seldom look into a 
popish book. They commonly start from it, 
as they would from prison or infection. In 
this they resemble certain ancient bigots, 
who stopped all enquiry by this disdainful 
question: “* What good can come from Naza- 
reth?”? For this reason they are commonly 
better acquainted with the paganism of China 
or Hindostan, than with the doctrines of 
Catholicity. This aversion to learn our doc- 
trines from those who know them best, ac- 
counts in some measure for the extreme ig- 
norance, the childish prejudices, the silly 
contempt, and groundless animosity, which 
many staunch Protestants betray with regard 
to our religion. This book you may read 
without any apprehension of mischief. It 
will reward your labour, Sir, though I thought 
it superfluous to prove gravely points which 
appear to me so plain and undebateable, I am 
ready to comply with your wishes. Let me 
only in the first place assure you, that the 
three propositions to which you object, are as 
easily demonstrated as any proposition in 
Euclid: and that there is no need of many 
words, nor ‘does it require much gravity of 
reasoning or solemnity of countenance, to 
prove truths so evident. It is surprising to 
to see*on what weak foundations the strong- 
est Protestant prejudices are commonly built. 
It is still more surprising, to see how easily 
you are duped, where you are least aware of 
illusion or deceit. Yow seem little sensible 
ofthe tricks which are put on yonr unsuspect- 
ing credulity. Why, Sir, you no more make 
the Bible the sole rule of your faith than I do. 
Your catechism, your prayer-book, sermons, 
conversation, and example, claim at least one 
half. You are no more allowed freely to 
cull your religion from the Bible, than I am. 
For unless you happen to collect from it a 








prescribed set of opinions, you immediately 
come within the restrictive influence of penal 









laws. '° You admit an ‘interpretative 


# human ‘autliority much more. There 
howéver, ‘this difference between us. We 
openly avow it: you-deceitfully disclaim it in 
words, while you ‘artfully admit it in at 
But of these assertions I will vary my m 
of proof. Instead of gravely producing any 
arguments of our Own, I will give you the 
words of well informed ‘writers of your 6wn 
communion, who have honestly and ingenious- 
ly admitted what I assett. Sir Richard Steele, 
in his Letter to’ Pope’ Clement "XI. fairly, 
— humorously, tells the plain truth to 
his Holiness. His words are thesef ¢ 
“‘ There is no other difference between us 
but this one, viz. that you (Cathioli¢s) cannot 
err in any thing you determine, and we névér 
do: that is, in other words, that you are a 
ible, and we are always in the right. We 
cannot but esteem the advantage tobe ex- 
ceedingly on 6ur Side in this case; because 
we have all the benefits of infallibility, with- 
out the absurdity of pretending to it; and 
without the uneasy task of maintaitiitig @ point 
so shocking to the understanding of mar 
And you must pardon us, if we cannot hél 
thinking it to be as great and a8 glorié 
privilege in us, to be always in the right - 
out the pretence to infallibility, as it can 
to you, to be always in the wrong with it. “”” 
“ Thus the Synod of Dort, in Holland, 
whose unerring decisions publie thanks” 
Almighty God are every three years offen 
up, with the greatest solemnity, by the rats 
th 






istrates in that country ; the Councils of 
Reformed in France; the Assembly’ of’ 
Kirk of Scotland; and, if I may presumé to 
name it, the Convocation of England, have 
been all found to have the very same’ un 
tionable authority, which your Church 
solely upon the infallibility which resided 
it, and the people to be under the very’ 
strict obligation of obedience to théir vee 
minations, which with you is the conseque 
only of an absolute infallibility. The reasi 
therefore, why we do not openly set 4 
infallibility is, that we can do witho i 
Authority results as well from powér as 
right: and a majority of votes is as strong )a 
foundation for it as infallibility itself, “4 
With us, “Councils that may err, néver 
do: and besides ‘being composed of meéh, 
whose peculiar business it is to be in the right, 
it is very immodest for any private person to 
think them not so: because ‘this is to set up 
a private corrupted understanding above’ a 
public uncorrupted judgment. uis it is” 
the North, as well as the South: abroad, ’ 
well as at home. All maintain the exerdixe 
of the same authority in themselves, whith 
yet they know not how so much as to speak 
of without ridieule in others. - 
“In England, it stands thus. "The Syi 
of Dort is of no weight. It determines mahy 
things wrong. The Assembly of Scotland 
hath nothing of a true authority, and is very 
much out in its scheme of doctrines, worshi 
and government. But the Church of Engl: 
is vested with all authority, and justly chal- 
lengeth obedience. paishe 
“If one crosses the river in the ‘Noetth 
there it stands thus. The Church of En vias 
is not enough reformed.’ Its ¢ ine, we 
ship, and government, have teo — An 
tichristian Rome in'them. But the Kirk’ 




































































2S ee os 


fez 


og ee 


a 












tween them, In Scotland, let a man depart 
an inch from the Confession of Faith and rule 
of worship established by the Assembly, and 
he will quickly find, that as cold a country as 
it is, it will be too hot for him. 

“We have found out a way unknown to 
your Holimess and your predecessors, of 
claiming all the rights that belong to infalli- 
bility, even while we exclaim and abjure the 
thing itself. We have a right to separate 
from you: but no persons living have a right 
to differ or separate from us. We make no 
scruple to resemble you in our defences of 
ourselyes, whenever we think proper. 

“ And asI observed before, that there was 
ne need for your pretending to infallibility: 
that. it is better taken in the world, and as 
easy to establish the same authority without 
it; so here it will be obvious to those of your 
Church to observe, that there was no manner 
of necessity upon them to discard the Serip- 
tures, as a rule of Faith open to all Christians, 
and to set up the Church in distinction to 
them; because they may see plainly now, 
that the same feats are to be performed, and 
with, more decency, though not with more 
consistency, of which few are judges, without 
carrying things to such extremity. For at 
the same time that we are warmly contend- 
ing,against your disputants, for the right of 
the people to search and consider the Gospel 
themselves, it is but taking care in some 
other, of our controversies to fix it upon them, 
that they may not abuse this right; that they 
must not pretend to be wiser than their supe- 
riors; that they must take care to understand 
particular texts as the Church understands 
them, and.as their guides who have an inter- 

we authority, understand them. 

“ This we find to be as effectual with many 
as taking the Scriptures out of their hands. 
And because it is done in this gentleman-like 
manner, and gives them an opportunity of 
shewing their humility, it passeth very smooth- 
ly off; without their considering the absurdity 
it leads to, that as our doctors differ, and 
councils too, this method layeth a necessity 
upon two different men, nay upon the same 
man in different circumstances, to understand 
the same. text in two different, and often in 
two contrary senses. 

“ And here again, with submission to your 
Holiness, I, think we greatly surpass you in 
our conduct. For we have the same defini- 
tive, authority which you have, without the 
reproach of depreciating the word of God: 
the people all the while being fully satisfied 
that we allow the Scripture to be their rule. 
And we do indeed in words preserve all autho- 
rity to the Scripture; but with great dexterity 
we substitute, in fact, our own explanations, and 

ctrines drawn from those explanations, in- 
stead of tt. And then one great privilege we 
enjoy above you: that every particular pastor 

us is vested with the plenary autho- 

rity of an Ambassador from God; very much 

ifferent from the maxims of your Church.— 

But the noisy, make most noise every where, 
and few can contradict them.” 

3. is a8 m 
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only as. the wires are directed: by the 
hands of the performer. But I do not hesi- 


hand in |tate to affirm, that they distinctly prove three 


things: first, that the Bible is not your only 
rule of faith, even when you are unconscious 
of being under the direction of any other; se- 
condly, that in discarding the venerable guid- 
ance of the Catholics, or, as your Presbyte- 
rian friend terms it, the idolatrous and Anti- 
christian Church, you have only exchanged 
a stable and secure authority, for one less 
stable and secure: and thirdly, that while you 
deride and condemn the Papist rule, you can- 
not do well without it yourselves, but with an 
inconsistency that excites our ridicule or pity, 
you prefer the modern and usurped authority 
of a few heterodox teachers, in one small isl- 
and, to the divine authority of the Universal 
Church. Regardless of your canting decla- 
mation and hypocritical clamour about Pro- 
testant liberty and Popish slavery, about the 
Bible on the one hand, and Antichrist on the 
other, a very little penetration discovers to 
us the real point of difference between us. It 
just amounts to this. Your teachers say: 
Hear us: follow us. Ours say, Hear THe 
Cuurcu. In the common afiairs of life, 
when you want instruction and counsel, pru- 
dence bids you follow the best: and to do you 
justice, Mr. Hardman, in ordinary matters 
you are sufficiently acute and sensible. Tell 
me why, in your late alarming illness, you 
entrusted your life to the skill of the regular 
physician, rather than to the confident igno- 
rance of the quack; and I will tell you why, 
in a concern of much greater importance than 
bodily health, I repose greater confidence in 
the Church of God, than in any inferior au- 
thority. A word is sufficient to the wise. I 
do not shut out the light of day, to study by 
the light of a candle. 

But still you persist that the Bible is the 
only rule of Protestants, Presbyterians, Cal- 
vinists, Methodists, Unitarians and the rest: 
and, that as such, they all subscribe to the 
Bible Society. Strange indeed;—birds of a 
feather flock together. How then does it 
happen, that while you all profess to follow 
the same track, some of you wing your de- 
vious flight to the North, others to the South; 
some to the East or West, and others to eve- 
ry point of the heretical compass? If you all 
follow the same rule of faith, why do you dis- 
agree? Why have so many meeting houses 
of the different mushroom sects lately sprung 
up round our parish church; which your Ca- 
tholic ancestors, as well as mine, contributed 
to build above a hundred years before there 
was a Protestant in the world? With fair 
play, you could not draw such different con- 
clusions from the same premises. Does the 
Bible say one thing at Kirkham, another at 
Treals, and quite the reverse at Rossiere and 
Wardless? In this diversity of pretended 
Bible religions, is it the Bible that leads you, 
or you lead the Bible? All sects spring up 
from delusion and enthusiasm, appealing not 
so much to the Bible, as to their own con- 
struction of the Bible. By this process they 
form a new system to their taste, If this sys- 
tem has the fortune to subsist and prosper 
for a while, the enthusiasm evaporates, and 
the ferment subsides. This is quite natural. 


truth as wit in these} You may observe a close analogy in uncork- 


ing @ bottle of small beer. Pardon the com- 
parison; ix is homely, but apposite. It: fumes 





and foams, and sparkles at first, but soon sub- 


Voti Re 
sides and grows vapid. As the sect doses 


fervour, it loses its ettraection,. te: 
feok the attacks of some newly cacited ome 


siasm. The newest meeting house Pe , 
the enthusiasm of .the pesinbt and leaves: the: 
most ancient ones nearly empty, Withoag: 
having an awkward and surreptitious recourse 
to the arsenal of Cagholicity, it has in thig!! 
state, no spiritual armour for selfad . 
but such as the new-fashioned sect has ‘ami 
equal right to employ in hostility against ton 
Supported by its own sense of the Scripture, 
one enthusiastic sect thus makes reprisals on: 
another, and supplants it, to be supported ig 
its turn. This is the abridged history of al 
the sects that have pretended to spring fr. 
and be guided by, the Bible alone. Alonac 
the Bible never did, and never could Support « 
any sect long. Every Bible sect in its ¢ 
though it execrated with all the acrimony of 
sectarian devotion, the Catholic principle of: 
a living definitive authority, which keeps ug 
in union, harmony and peace, has soon found 
the necessity of resorting either openly, of’! 
what is the same thing to my argument, sg 
cretly, to other authority than the Bible: 
What they blamed, and, like your Calvinistie» 
elder, still blame us for doing; with an ineope« 
sistency, not at all incompatible with Bibles’ 
mania, they have soon been obliged todo: 
themselves. During all this ridiculous ange 
disgraceful farce, they inveigh against the ays 
thority of the Catholic Church; and still aft!’ 
fect to follow nothing but the Bible. | Is thigy 
glaring inconsistency to be ascribed to fang) 
ticism or hypocrisy? Certain it is, thatvits 
has opened the eyes of many Protestants, and 
has led them to peace and happiness in the! 
bosom of the Catholic Church. If you bets 
sincere, you cannot deem submission to tes 
timonial and dignified authority, a crime it! 
us, which you esteem a virtue of necessity” 
among yourselves. Either forbear to imitatey:: 
or withhold your censure. vy 
Our Church has stood the test of eighteem’ 
centuries. She has had the benefit of long 
experience in observing: the origin, the prow’ 
gress, and extinction of a great variety of 
sects. Independenly of the divine institution; ! 
she has, during this long lapse of ages, had 
ample means of seeing the necessity of a livs't 
ing and speaking authority, to interpret the’ 
silent and dead letter of the Bible, in the'nu 
merous abortive attempts of fanaticism to fol” 
low Scripture alone. She is true to her dod" 
trine, and consistent with herself. Compared’ 
with her apostolic antiquity, your reformation! 
is yet young. But the damsel does begin‘té’ 
have a little experience. Though she began’? 
her diminutive career by coquetting with the” 
Bible, she was svon admonished, and is now 
convinced of the dangers of such profane fa- _ 
miliarity. We consider her as the fairest of 
her family, and the least deformed, because) 
reformed theJeast: yet many others, with thew 
Bible in their hands, have always thought” 
that she was too much clad in scarlet. Tous” 
who are impartial, but not indifferent ‘obser- 
vers of her struggles with her younger sis-,) 


easily she can accommodate her looks ad’ 
language to the occasion. When she speaks" 
to us, her language is: No Church authority}, 
no traditions. Ono, nothing but the Bibles; 
When she is engaged with. them,.she 


that the Bible alone will net. serve her turn! * 
‘It is natural that the afflicted parent 








ters, it is curious, if not amusing, to see howe . 
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hae 1%" , 
evar for first: them{ ‘The next of your Apesties 
: pan nce rere the eins |I shall cite “Blizabeth. She ‘had 
insults ask her, how she can| been: Supreme head of your Church eight} 
expect them to-submit to her, when’ her own and twenty years, when she gave the follow~' e 
disobedience has taught them to despise their ing demonstrations of her experience and vi-|y r ctice, 
- our in the discharge of this arduous office. | sion of of all denomi+’ 


is is not an imaginary representation. 
eee tedious at present to illustrate 
the subject by Catholic evidence. What our 
divines therefore have written with a clear- 
ness and energy of reasoning worthy of the 
truth which they defend, to shew the farcical 
duplicity of your language and mode of pro- 
ceeding; to shew that you protest against, or 
what you will remember is the same thing, 
disbelieve your own principles as well as ours; 
andito shew that you are compelled to press 
gome other rule into your service, as an in- 
dispensable auxiliary to the Bible, I shall 
over at this late hour of the evening; 
and according to promise will limit my quota- 
tions to the text of the Acts of your own Apos- 
tles, They speak from the tripod; as Sir 
Richard does from observation. The first of 
these Apostles is Henry VIII. How far he 
resembled our first Apostles Peter and Paul, 
in his character, his ministry, and the motives 
of his zeal, is pretty well understood. He 
ye the Bible to his converts; told them that 
itwas the only avenue to the truth; and as- 
sured them from his own comfortable experi- 
ence, that it was as easy to understand, as 
that fourpence made a groat. But in a few 
years, viz. 1541, this Supreme Head of the 
Church tells the Parliament, that many tares 
grew up in his field among the corn: and two 
ears afterwards prefixed this preamble to an 
for the advancement of true religion, and 
abolishment of the contrary: “‘ Whereas ma- 
ny.seditious and ignorant people have abused 
thelliberty granted them for reading the Bible, 
and great diversity of opinions, animosities, 
tumults and schisms have been occasioned by 
perverting the sense of the Scripture; to re- 
trieve the mischiefs arising from thence, it is 
enacted, that a certain form of orthodox doc- 
trine, consonant to the inspired writings, 
and the doctrine of the Catholic and Apostolic 
Church, shall be set forth as a standard of be- 
lef; that. Tindal’s false translation of the Old 
and |New Testament, and all other books 
touching religion in the English tongue, con- 
trary to. the (six) Articles of Faith, or that 
Summary of Doctrine published by the King, 
in 1540, or any time after, shall be suppres- 
sed, and forbidden to be read in the King’s 
Dominions—and that the reading the Bible 
is likewise prohibited, to all under the de- 
grees of Gentlemen and Gentlewomen!” Sta- 
tutes at Large, 34 Hen. VIII. Chap. I.* 





* On the 4th of November, 1547, in his last dying 
speech to Parliament, after complaining of a great lack 
of charity, that the clergy taught one contrary to an- 
other, that almost all men were in variety and discord, 
and-that there was little or no preaching truly and sin- 
cerely the word of God, his Majesty proceeds: ‘* You of 
the Clergy—amend these crimes, I exhort you, and set 
out God’s word, both by true preaching and good ex- 
ample giving; or else I, whom God hath appointed his 


Vicar, and High Minister here, will see these divisions 
- @xtitiet, 


and these enormities corrected, according to my 

fb, thee | Although I say the spiritual men be in some 

that charity. is not: kept among you, yet you of the 

ity be not clear and ptted of malice and en- 

VY; for yon rail at Bishops, scandalously of Priests, 
and and taunt preachers, both contrary to 

ordePand Christian ftaternity. If you know surely that 

1 Bishop or Preacher efreth, or teacheth perverse doc- 

tring; come and declare it ¢o some of our Council, or to 
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in her speech to parliament, March 23th, | nations, ‘both at home and abroad. © But thése’ 
1582; she says: “ There be some fault-find-| two testimonies, in conjunction with the well-’ 
ers with the order of the Clergy, which so/ pointed satire of Sir ard Steele, are suf- 
make a slander to myself and the Church,' ficient for my . They prove that you 
whose over-ruler God hath made me: whose| do not follow the Bible alone. “They prové” 
negligence cannot be excused, if any schisms or| that the cry of the Bible alone is unsincerey 
errors heretical were | suffered. Some faults} that it is resorted to only to divert the atten-' 
and negligences may be, as in all other great|tion of simple Protestants from the''sélid’ 
changes it happeneth ; and what vocation) grounds of Catholic truth; and te‘hold out!a’ 
without? All which, if you my Lords of the| lure to decoy the ignorant and) the me 


Clergy do not amend, I mean to depose you. | And they distinctly prove that whem you wi 2 
Look ye therefore well to your charges. This|drew your obedience from the apostolic ‘aie’ 


may be amendment without heedless or open|thority of the ancient church, you only put 
exclamations. I am supposed to have many | on your necks the galling yoke of a new and" 
studies, but most philosophical. I must yield| more than pontifical supremacy of your own’ 
this to be true, that I suppose few (that be! creation: fe is therefore an undeniable truth; 
no professors) have read more. And I need| that neither you, nor we, nor any others that’ 
not tell you, that I am so simple that I un-|I ever heard or read of, are solely guided by» 
derstand not, nor so forgetful that I remem-|the Bible. All admit another conyunct’ au~ 
ber not; and yet amidst my many volumes I| thority, though we alone are’ sincere ly 
hope God’s book hath not been my seldomest|to avow it. Sincerity looks well in such’éir#’ 
lectures. Take you heed. Isee many over-| cumstances. ibs 
bold with God Almighty, making too many} Others read the Bible as well as you. ‘They 
subtle scannings of his blessed will, as lawyers| are equally sincere, and by no meatis your’ 
do with human testaments. The presumption|inferiors in penetration and learning. "The 
is so great, as I may not suffer it (yet mind I} result of their perusal is perhaps-a ¢onvittiont 
not hereby to animate Romanists—nor tole-| that your opinions, though honoured’ by regal’ 
rate new-fangledness: I mean to guide them|and parliamentary approbation, and sanctions” 
both by God’s holy true rule.” (Parliamen-| ed by the encouragement of worldly ‘wealth; 
tary History, Vol. IV. p. 218.) To show how] and a formidable apparatus of penal restriée 
much she was in earnest, this hypocritical|tions, are unsound, erroneous, antis¢tipturdl’ 
murderer, soon after the delivery of this|and untenable. Perhaps for one text which” 
speech, sent Mary, Queen of Scotland to the| you quote im favour of your opinions, théy’ 
block; and cemented her own new-fangled-| quote ten against them. This is neither im" 
ness by the blood of a Catholic princess, and| possible, nor unprecedented. What is to Be 
of — numbers of the Catholic clergy. done in this case, where the Bible ‘is itself #i- 
shall at present make no remarks to the/lent, and doctors disagree? Here the’ Bible” 
conceited vanity, the arrogant presumption, | fails you in your utmost need: and without. 
and outrageous tyranny of these regal paten-/| some ‘other expedient, religion would be anat-" 
tees of ecclesiastical supremacy and interpre-| chical, and controversy endless. In this ex+/ 
tational authority; nor of the violent means/tremity you begin to learn from experiencé, 
which they employed to convince others that} what you ought to have learnt from the ‘ori- 
they were not to be judges themselves of their) ginal and’ long continued testimony of our 
fantastic opinions, in which they might light-| church; that some living authority is as ‘né- 
ly err. My object is to shew, how easily|cessary to decide religious’ controversies in 
your church was admonished, that in spite of| the church, as it is in the state to decidé suits 
your vain pretensions, the Bible alone was|in common law. Having swerved fromthe: 
not a sufficient guide; and that the necessity] doctrine and practice of venerable antiquity, 


you are at last compelled either to revert to’ 

we a ——— oy = — = the ancient rule, or to contrive somé new in- ' 
ity, to refo 8 es a € | ctsennt - 

haviours; and be not judges yourselves, of your rtrersumncyerng of. your pte The’ Bible is here 
fantastic opinions, and vain expositions: for in quite out of the question. The m of , 
such High causes, you may lightly err. And al- the Bible is the matter ‘in dispute. ‘The Bi 
though you be permitted to read Holy Scripture, and to| ble cannot speak to interpret itself. Hence 
have the Word of God im your Mother-Tongue, you! you adopted as a matter of course, articles 


must understand, itis licensed you so to do, only to in- . eit a Sal a, We 
AL genet ete gig ey ~ ar children | 2 standard of belief, ecclesiastical’ courts, | 


and family; and not to dispute and make Scripture a judges and juries, penal enactments and co- 
railling and taunting stock, against Priests and Preachers, | €rcive machinery, to enforce the adoption not’ 
as many light persons do. 1 am very sorry to know and| of the Bible itself, but of your construction 
hear, how unreverendly that most precious jewel the) of the Bible. With these shuffling tricks you - 
Word of God, is disputed, rhymed, sung and jangled, in play off the Biblical game Ys ; 
every alehouse and tavern, contrary to the true meaning Open Oar © H a , 
and doctrine of the same: and yet I am even as much| . mA yes, Mr. Hardman, and con- 
sorry, that the teaders of the same, follow it, in doing it, | Sider this matter with the coolness of reason, 
so faintly and coldly. For of this I am sure, that chari-/ and not with the delusion of prejudice or pass” 
ty was never so faint among you, and virtuous and god-|sion. Perhaps you will then perceive hat 
ly living was never less used, nor God himself, amongst authority being admitted on all sides, the real’ 

hristians, was, never. less, reverenced, honoured, . and diff b Pr * : 
served. ‘Therefore, as 1 said before, be in charity one| “erence between.a Protestant and aC 
‘with another, like brother and brother love; dread and| li¢ consists not in this, that the former 
fear Gods to which F, as your Supreme Head, and So-|the Bible, and the Iatter 
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vereign Lord, exhort and require you.” (Hail’s Chro-} church; ‘but is re 6 hid lege 
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tat allows dhe best and most competent au- 
thority? “Whe the opinions of the mino- 


rity ought .to- erate over the faith of 
the majority of Christians; the modern autho- 
rity-over the ancient ; the changeable over the 
unch e; the insular over the catholic; 
the local over the universal; and, as we judge, 
the human over the divine? Whether the 
Dutchman follows the best authority who 
bows to the decision of the Synod of Dort; the 
Seotchman who adopts the confession of 
Cromwell’s divines, and the terminations of 
the General Assembly at Edinburgh; the 
Quaker who follows his own private spirit, 
under the direction of the meeting; the Me- 
thodist who obeys the conference at Leeds or 
Manchester; the Englishman who appeals to 
the Su—y of the Cr—n, resting on the head 
of a man, woman, or child; or the Catholic, 
who with’ the majority of Christians, of all 
ages and countries, despising the conceits 
and innovating experiments of unauthorised 
individuals, prefers the fixed, unchangeable, 
and divinely appointed authority of Christ’s 
ons, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
You have taken your choice; and we have 
taken ours. Which of us is most justified in 
his preference, by the rule of wisdom, humi- 
lity, faith, and piety? We can give the most 
substantial reasons for preferring the authori- 
ty of him who said, before a page of the New 

‘estament was written: ‘“‘ Hear the Church;” 
to that of a wicked tyrant who chooses to 
usurp the infallibility of apostleship, and set 
forth his own new fangled system of doctrine 
as a standard of Christian belief. - The in- 
structed Catholic has surer grounds for his 
belief; and better motives for his practice. 
The authority will be followed in matters of 
faith is not illusory, but infallible; not human, 
but divine. 

Gentlemen, the additional reflections of Mr. 
well shall form the subject of my next 
etter. 


I am, &c. Joun Haxrpyan. 
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As this No. makes its appearance on the 
evening of the day on which we celebrate the 
glorious birth of the Saviour of Mankind, 
who, at his entrance into the World, caused 
his Angels to proclaim: ‘‘ Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men of good 
will;"—We ‘forbear to address any thing to 
our adversaries, under the Editorial head, 
which may wear even the appearance of hos- 
tility—we -shall, therefore, in the spirit of 
peace and in lieu of other matter, invite their 
attention and that of our readers to the sub- 
ject below—a subject, we are sure, to which 
there will be no objection. 

About the time of the appearance of the 
Redeemer of mankind upon earth, the nations 
were im. expectation of some extraordinary 

e, “An ancient and constant opin- 
” says Suetonius, “ was current all over 


the East, that persons coming from’ Judea 
should obtain universal empire.’* ‘Tacitus 





relates the same fact nearly in ‘the same 
words, “A ing to this great ‘historian 
“‘ most of the Jews were convinced, agreeably 
to a prediction preserved in the ancient books 
of their priests, that about this time (the time 
of Vespasian) the East would prevail and 
that some native of Judea should obtain the 
empire of the world.”* Lastly, Josephus, 
speaking of the destruction of Jerusalem, in- 
forms us that the Jews were chiefly instiga- 
ted to revolt against the Romans by an ob- 
scuret prophecy, which foretold that about 
this period “a man would arise among them 
and subdue the universe.”{ The New Tes- 
tament also exhibits traces of this hope shed 
abroad in Israel. The multitudes who throng- 
ed to the desert, asked John the Baptist, 
whether he were the great Messiah, the 
Christ of God, so long expected. The se- 
venty weeks of Daniel, or the four hundred 
and ninety years from the rebuilding of the 
temple were then accomplished. Finally, 
Origen after repeating all these traditions of 
the Jews, adds, that “a great number of them 
acknowledged Jesus Christ as the deliverer 
promised by the prophets.”’§ 

Heaven meanwhile prepares the way for 
the Sonof Man. States long disunited in 
manners and government entertained heredi- 
tary enmities; but the clamour of arms sud- 
denly ceases, and the nations either allied or 
vanquished become identified with the people 
of Rome. 

On the one hand religion and manners 
have reached the degree of corruption which 
of necessity produces changes; on the other 
the tenets of the unity of God and the immor- 
tality of the soul begin to be diffused. Thus 
the ways are prepared on all sides for the 
new doctrine which an universal language 
will serve to propagate. The vast Roman 
empire is composed of nations, some barbar- 
ous, others civilized, but all excessively mi- 
serable. For the former, the simplicity of 
Christ; for the latter, his moral virtues; for 
all his cross and passion, his pitifulness and 
charity are means of salvation contrived by 
heaven itself. So efficacious are these means 
that only two centuries after Christ, Tertul- 
lian thus addressed the Judges of Rome: We 
are but of yesterday, and yet we fill every 
place, your cities, your islands, your fortres- 
ses, your camps, your tribunes, your coun- 
cils, the palace, the senate, the forum; we 
leave you nothing but your temples. || 
With the greatness of natural preparations 
is combined the splendour of miracles: the 
true oracles long mute in Jeruralem recover 
their voice, and the false sibyls are silent. A 
new star appears in the East; Gabriel de- 
scends to the Virgin Mary, and a chorus of 
blessed spirits sings at night from on high: 
Glory to God! Peace to men of good will! A 
rumour rapidly spreads that the Saviour has 
come into the world: he is not born in purple, 
but in the humble abode of indigence; he has 
not been announced to the great and the 





esse in fatis ut eo tempore Judea profecti reram poti- 
rentur. Suet. in Vespas. 

* Pluribus persuasio inerat antiquis sacerdotam litteris 
continens, eo ipso tempore fore ut valesceret Oriens, 
profectique Juda reram potirentur. ‘Tacit. Hist. Jib. v. 
+ Amphibolos, applicable to several persons, and 
therefore teferred by the ‘Latin historians to Veepasian. 
‘t Joseph. de Bell. Jud. 

. § Orig. cont, Cels, 





* Percrebuerat Oriente toto vetus et constans opinio | 


i Tertul. £pologet. cap. 37. 





mighty, but —_— have Proclaimed:thetig.. 
ings to men of low estate;-he 
bled the opulent, but. the _) 
cradle, and by awe act of his life; deelass 
ed himself in preference, the G 
serable. i oan “tae 
Let us here pause to make one wy 
We have seen from the earliest ce 
heroes, and illustrious men, become the 
of nations. But in this case it is the suppnss 
ed son of a carpenter, in an obscure en 
of Judea, who is a pattern of sorrows and of 
indigence: he undergoes the ignominy ofsg, 
public execution; he selects his disciples frou; 
among the lowest of the people; he pr 
nought but sacrifices, nought but the renuns 
ciation of earthly pomp, pleasure and 
the slave, the poor, the leper, all that moum; 
all that are afflicted, all that are forsaken 
the world, are his delight; but power, = 
and prosperity, are incessantly threatened by. 
him. He institutes new relations a 
men, a new law of nations, a new public faithe 
he thus establishes his divinity, triumphsoyen 
the religion of the Cesars, seats himselfvom 
the throne with them, and at length subdues 
the earth. No, if the whole world werete 
raise its voice against Jesus Christ, if allithip 
powers of philosophy were to combine tigaingp 
his doctrines, never shall we be persuatied 
that a religion erected on such a foundation 
is a religion of human origin. He who 
obtain adoration for a cross; he who held 
suffering humanity and persecuted virtuénas 
an object of veneration to mankind; hejawe 
insist, can be no other than God, ea) 
Jesus Christ appears among men. fulhof 
grace and truth; the authority and the:mild 
ness of his precepts are irresistible. He 
comes to be the most unhappy of mo 
all his wonders are for the wretched...“ Hig 
miracles, says Bossuet, ‘ have a muchstrons 
ger character of beneficence than of pomen? 
n order to inculcate his doctrines, he choo- 
ses the apologue or parable, which is,easily 
impressed on the minds of the people. While 
walking in the fields he gives his divine les 
sons. When surveying the flowers that ado 
the mead, he exhorts his disciples to put their 
trust in Providence who supports the feeble 
plants, and feeds the birds of the air; when 
he beholds the fruits of the earth, he teaches 
them to judge of men by their works: an iné 
fant is brought to him, and he recommends 
innocence: being among shepherds, he:gives 
himself the appellation of the good shephendy 
and represents himself as bringing back the 
lost sheep to the fold. In spring, :he takes 
his seat upon a mountain, and draws fromthe 
surrounding objects instruction for the multi- 
tude sitting at his feet. From the very sight 
of this multitude, composed of the poor and 
the unfortunate, he deduces his beatitudes? 
Blessed are they that wee lessed are they 
that hunger and thirst. Such as observe his 
precepts, and those who slight them, are 
compared to two men who build houses, the 
one upon a rock, the other upon sand: ace 
cording to some commentators, he: desi 
in this comparison, to describe a flourishi 
village upon a hill, and huts at the foot ofit 
destroyed by an inundation.* When heaske 
the woman of Samaria for drink, he expounds 
to her his heavenly doctriné under the bedi 
tiful image of a well of living"Water. , . 





* Jorton On the Truth of the Christ, Relig. 7 
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Bio stiorec anenion of Jems Chron} elisbones davai ip ; he. expr 
Julian, Volusian,* admit his, miracles, and. cross; the blood-sweat. trickled down his.di- 
relates that the very oracles of the | vine ch ; he complained that his father 


styled him a man illustrious for his 
piety. iberius would have placed him in 
the-rank of the gods;{ and according to Lam- 
pridius, Adrian erected temples to him, and 
Alexander Severus venerated him among ho- 
jy.men, and placed his image among those of 
eus and Abraham.§ Pliny has borne 
én illustrious testimony to the innocence of 
the primitive chsistians, who closely followed 
the example of the Redeemer. here. are 
no philosophers of antiquity but have been 
reproached with some vices; the very patri- 
had their foibles: Christ alone is with- 
out blemish; he is the most brilliant copy of 
that supreme beauty which is seated upon 
the throne of heaven. Pure and sanctified 
as the tabernacle of the Lord; breathing 
nought but the love of God and men, infinite- 
superior by the elevation of his soul to the 
vain glory of the world, he prosecuted, amid 
gufferings of every kind, the important busi- 
ness of our salvation, constraining men by the 
ascendancy of his virtues to embrace his doc- 
trine, and to imitate a life which they were 
lied to admire. 
His character was amiable, open and ten- 
der, and his charity unbounded. The Evan- 
list gives us a complete and admirable idea 
of it in these few words: he went about doing 
good, His resignation to the will of God is 
conspicuous in every moment of his life; he 
loved and felt the sentiment of friendship: the 
man whom he raised from the tomb, Lazarus, 
was his friend; it was for the sake of the 
gtandest sentiment of life that he performed 
the greatest of his miracles. In him the love 
of country may find a model: “ O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem,” he exclaimed, at the idea of the 
judgments which threatened that guilty city, 
“how often would I have gathered thy child- 
ren.together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” 
Casting his sorrowful eyes from the top of a 
hill over this city doomed for her crimes to a 
signal destruction, he was unable to restrain 
his tears’ he beheld the city, says the, Evange- 
list, and wept over it: His tolerance was not 
less remarkable: when his disciples begged 
him to command fire to come down from hea- 
ven on a village from Samaria which had de- 
nied him hospitality, he replied with indigna- 
tion: ye know not what manner of spirit ye. are 


Had the Son of Man descended from his 
celestial abode in all his power, it would cer- 
tainly have been a very easy task to practise 
80 many virtues, to endure so many afflictions; 
but herein lies the glory of the mystery: 
Christ was the man of sorrows, and acquaint- 
ed with griefs; his heart melted like that of a 
merely human creature, and he never mani- 
fested any sign of anger except against insen- 
sibility and obduracy of soul. les one ‘an- 
other, was his incessant exhortation. Father, 
he exclaimed, writhing. under the torments 
inflicted by his executioners, forgive them, for 
they know not what. they do. When on..the 
point*of quitting his beloved disciples, he was 


* Orig. cont. Cels.,i..4l/ Jal. ap. Cyril. lib. vi. 
Aug. Ep. 3, 4, tom, ii. mt 
_t Euseb. dem. iii. ev. 8. rr 

+ Tert. Apolaget. ene ; , 

§ Lamp. in'Mlex: Sed! cap. 4 and 31.’ "*"* 















had forsaken him. .O my father! said he, 
when the angel presented to him the bitter 
cup, ¢f tt be possible, let this cup pass from me ; 
nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done! 
Then it was that this expression, fraught with 
all the sublimity of grief, fell from his lips: 
My soul is sorrowful even unto death, Ah! 
if the purest. morality and the most feel- 
ing heart; if a life passed in combating error 
and vice, and soothing the sorrows of man- 
kind, be attributes of divinity, who can deny 
that of Jesus Christ? A pattern of every 
virtue, Friendship beholds him distinguishing 
John from the other Apostles, or bequeathing 
his mother to his care. Mercy admires him 
in the judgment of the adultress; Pity, every 
where finds him blessing the tears of the un- 
fortunate; his innocence and his tenderness 
are displayed in his love of children; the 
energy of his soul shines conspicuous amid 
the torments of the cross, and his last sigh is 
a sign of compassion. 
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Sizth Argument, from the analogy of a Judge 
of cwil controversy. 


59, This argument, which will tend to illus- 
trate the point in the question most satisfac- 
torily, can be proposed in the following man- 
ner. Between matters of Faith and Religion, 
on the one part, and civil and political mat- 
ters on the other, there exist many analogies. 
1. As, in political and civil matters, many dis- 
putes and controversies often arise, which 
require some judge to pronounce sentence 
between litigating parties, so it is the case 
likewise in matters of Faith and Religion. 2, 
As in civil controversies, there are three 
things tobe distinguished; the Judge, 
the written Law, and Custom; so in like 
manner in controversies of Faith, there are 
also three distinct things; the Judge, the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, 
and Tradition. 3. As a secular Prince or 
magistrate discharges the office of a Judge, 
in the decision of civil controversies, so in like 
manner the spiritual Prince of the Church, or 
Ecclesiastical Synod, discharges the office of 
a Judge, in the decision of Controversies of 
Faith and Religion. 4. As the written law 
is, as it were a certain line or rule, which the 
secular Judge follows, in deciding civil con- 
troversies—so'in ike manner, the Scriptures 
of both the Old and New Testament are, ‘as 
it were, .a certain rule which the Ecclesiasti- 
cal Judge ‘follows in deciding controversies 


of Faith; 6. Asthe written law alone, is not} 


a sufficient and entire rule for all ¢ivil con- 





alone, are not a sufficient and éntife rule fe 
all-controversies, but the Scripture and, Tradi- 
tion taken together. eh J 6 eo hon ont 
60. These points are clear, however lest, 
there should exist any doubt about them; we” 
shall explain them separately. First, that a 
secular Prince or magistrate discharges the) 
office of Judge ‘in civil controversies, needs | 
not much proof; for daily experience imevery® 
kingdom and province attests the fact, since’ 
every where civil causes and contentions are 
always referred to the Prince or secular ma- 
gistrate, whom the litigating parties acknow-’ 
ledge for their lawful Judge. This is welt’ 
known both in Civil and Canon law. For in 
both there are Titles extant, (de officio Judicie, 
Ordinarti et Delegati,) of the office of an ordix 
nary Judge and his delegate; nor is there’ any* 
thing strange, or contrary to reason in the 
matter itself, that any one should be made to 
understand the written law through an ordi+’ 
nary or Delegated Judge: then it is‘evident: 
that he is an ordinary judge, who possesses’ 
ordinary power and jurisdiction; but he is 
delegated, who has received his power and 
jurisdiction from the Ordinary, and acts-as 
his vicegerent. as 
61. Finally, that the written Law cannot’ 
be a judge, is easily proved: principally in 
the three following cases. First, ‘when it 
is obscure or ambiguous : for in sti¢h ‘case 
it needs another Judge or interpretér'to @x- 
plain its meaning. Secondly, when one Law 
seems repugnant to another, which very: fre- 
quently happens; in ‘such a case we must 
make use of a Judge, to reconcile thé. 
Thirdly, when the words of a Law are ge- 
neral in some cases, and yet are particular 
in others—which "happens when ‘there occurs 
some particular case, that the Legislator’ 
when making the Law, did not foresee: ‘and 
if he had foreseen, would not have compre- 
hended under that law. In such a case, thete-, 
fore, there must be a judgment passed contra- 
ry to the words of the law. But who. shall, 
then be the judge? Not the Law itself; fory 
that does not destroy or judge itself, There~ 
fore there must be a judge distinct ‘from the, 
Law. ’ : , ees 
62. Lastly, that the written Law cannot be, 
a sufficient rule for the decision of every civil» 
controversy, but that, besides the written Lawyy 
custom must likewise be admitted, is» welk 
known to all lawyers, and particularly*ia’ the? 
two following cases. First, when there is: 
‘any controversy agitated, concerning which, 
there is no written Law extant, for then-cus®” 
‘tom, if there be any; has the weight ofa" 
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tn the same light as the written law. (Lib. 35. 
ff. de Legibus) Secondly, When there exists 
a certain written Law, but there is an ambi- 
guity respecting the meaning of it. It cannot 
be cleared up unless by custom and TYadition: 
then they hold place of the law itself, accord- 
ing to the maxim, Custom is.the best interpre- 
ter of the laws. (Lib 37. ibid.) 

63. But it may be said; what if there should 
some controversy eccur, which could be de- 
cided, neither by the written Law, nor by 
Custom; what then would be the rule, which 
the Judge should follow? We reply. Then 
the matter should be decided by natural 
equity—This is particularly the case when, 
any question arises, which is indeed compre- 
hended under the words of the Law, but was 
not, however, the intention of the Legislator, 
when he made the law; for then the Judge 
ought to pronounce sentence according to na- 
tural equity and justice. The same can be 
done in controversies of Faith and Religion. 
For if any controversy should occur, which 
cannot be clearly decided from Scripture and 
Tradition, recourse must be had to the as- 
sistance of the Holy Ghost, who although he 
is present and ready on all occasions to aid 
those, who implore his assistance; yet in this 
case he teaches them in a special manner “all 
truth” as Christ has promised. This is the 
means the Apostles used in the Council of 
Jerusalem in relation to circumcision and the 
legal observances. Such are the arguments 
we adduce to prove, that the judge of contro- 
versies relative to matters of Faith and Re- 
ligion is the Church and not the Scriptures. 
Now it remains for us, to refute the ot jections 
of our Adversaries. — 

First Objection. 

64, The first objection is made from that 
of Isaiah 8. 20., to the law rather, and to the 
testimony. Hence our Adversaries infer, that 
the Jews, when any controversy arose among 
them, were teferred To the Law and to the 
testimony; that is, to the Scripture, as 
to a judge. But they are in a great 
error. First, because as we have already 
shewn, the Judge of Controversies in the Old 
Testament, was not the Scripture, but the 
high Priest. Secondly, because the words 
To the Law and to the testimony, should be 
understood in quite a different sense, from 
that, which our Adversaries attach to them, as 
is evident from the preceding words, which 
rum thus. And when they shall say to you— 
Seek unto them, that have pythonical spirits, 
and diviners that mutter in their enchantments ; 
should not the people seck unto their God, and 
nol for the living to the dead? To the law rath- 








to consult witches and soothsayers: and re- 
fer in part; to the Law Which: prohibited 
it; Deut. 18, 9. and partly tothe testimony 
of the Prophets, who were constituted by God, 
to foretell future events (3.’Kings, 22. 7.) 
65. Accordingly the sense of the words, 
To the Law rather, and to the testimony, is this. 
If you wish to be informed, with more cer- 
tainty, concerning future events, do not con- 
sult witches or soothsayers, as Saul did (1 
Kings 28. 7.) because God prohibits this, 
by the law, to which I refer you; but consult 
the prophets of the Lord, whose office it is 
to foretell future events. Now what has this 
to do with the judge of controversies? Noth- 
ing at all, unless our adversaries would rea- 
son in the following manner. It is not law- 
ful to consult those who possess pythonical 
spirits about future events; Therefore the 
Scripture alone is the judge of Controver- 
sies! What can be more ridiculous? 


Second Objection. 

The second objection is taken from that of 
John 5.39. “Search the scriptures:” Behold, 
our Adversaries exclaim, Christ refers us to 
the Scripture, as to the judge of Controversies. 
They would not certainly assert this, if they 
understood the intention of Christ. Christ in 
that chapter from which the passage in ques- 
tion is taken, is arguing with the Jews, who 
denied him to be the Son of God. But he 
proves that he is, by four testimonies. First, 
the testimony of St. John the Baptist. You, 
says Christ, have sent to John, and he gave 
testimony to the Truth; but this was his testi- 
mony: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him, 
who taketh away the sins of the world. Again, 
I have given testimony, that he is the Son of 
God. (Jno. 1. 34.) Secondly, the testimo- 
ny of the miracles which he performed: I, says 
he, have greater testimony than John, For 
the works which the Father hath given me to 
perform, the same give testimony of me, that the 
Father hath sent me. Thirdly, the testimony of 
God the Father: And the Father who hath sent 
me, giveth testimony concerning me, viz: when 
he said from heaven, This is my Beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased: hear ye him. 
Matth. 3. 17. Luke. 9. 35. Fourthly, the 
testimony of the Scripture of the Old Testa- 
ment; Search the Scriptures, says he, for you 
think in them to have life everlasting; and the 
same are they, that give testimony of me; and 
you will not come to me, that you may have life. 
As if he had said, if you will not receive the 
three former testimonies, which are most 
conclusive (otherwise I should not have pro- 
duced them) at least you cannot reject the 
testimony of the Scriptures, of which you 
boast much. These same, if you search them 


attentively give testimony of me, that I am. 


the Messiah promised by God. Why there- 
fore do you not believe? 


Hence the conclusion which we draw, j, 
that our adversaries, in producing the pas. 
age in question, against us, militate against 
their cause. For they contend, that the 


.|ture-alone iis the Judge of Controversies; and 


that Christ refers us to the Scripture alone, 
But the contrary is true. For Christ, in the 
controversy, which he had with the J 
whether he was the Son of God, did not refer 
them to the Seripture, but: first, to the testj. 
mony of St. John the, Baptist; next, to the 
testimony of the miracles, which he wro 

to prove that he was God; afterwards, to the 
testimony of God the Father, who confirmed 
the same truth by a voice sent down fom 
heaven. Finally, that nothing might be feq 
undone, he refers them to the testimony of 
the Scripture. . 

68. We, Catholics, imitate Christ in thig 
respect, for in the Controversies which we 
have with our adversaries, we not only make 
use of the testimony of the Scripture, but also 
of the Holy Fathers, the Mother Church, 
and of the miracles, which are freq 
wrought in confirmation of our Faith, By 
our adversaries, as if they were more prudent 
and wise than Christ, will listen only to the 
Scripture. In this, they resemble the Jews 
whom Christ reproaches: for they rejected 
every other testimony except the Scriptui 
alone: and this itself, they did not understand, 
nor do they yet, as the Apostle testifies, 2 
Cor. 3. 14., when he says, Theirwenses were 
made dull. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 











POETRY. 
HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS-DAY. 
Jesu Redemptor omnium! 
Jusvus, Redeemer of mankind, 
Ere Nature yet had sprung to light 
Born iethy Sire’s eternal mind; 
His like in glory, as in might: 
His bright effulgence: Author sure 
Of all our good, and only end, 
Now to the pray’rs thy suppliants pour, 
Thy willing ear propitious bend. 
The rolling year that day renews, 
When thon, Life’s Author, for our sake, 
Frem Virgin pure didst not refuse ; 
On thee a mortal’s form to take. 
Forth from thy Father’s bosom led 
By wondrous love to human kind, 
Thou to his justice, in our stead, 
Didst in thyself a victim find. 
Let heav’n and earth their chorus join, 
And creatures all his praise resound, 
Who in his wisdom’s depth divine, 
A way to save lost man has found. 
And now to thee, whose blood was shed 
To wash our sinful stains away, 
This tribute of our praise we glad 
_ Present on this thy natal day. 
To Jesus, from a Virgin sprung, 
Father and Spirit, mystic Three, 
Be glory giv'n and praises wung, 








Now and for all eternity. 











